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JOB DESCRIPTION 
 
​​
Senior Research Associate
NIHR Mental Health Research Group (MHRG) ​ 
                Faculty of Humanities Arts and Social Sciences, Lancaster (FHASS)
School of Social Sciences (Discipline of Social Work).
Vacancy Ref: ​Click here to enter text.​ 


	Job Title: Senior Research Associate 
	Present Grade:	7

	Department/College:		School of Social Sciences (Discipline of Social Work) 

	Directly responsible to:		Professor Karen Broadhurst and Dr Joanna Kostka 

	Supervisory responsibility for:	N/A

	Other contacts	

	Internal: MHRG programme leads and colleagues based at Lancaster University. Other PhD students and staff within the Faculty of health and Medicine and Lancaster University.


	External: Members of the broader research group based at partner institutions in the NW and across the UK, including universities, NHS Trusts, local authorities, and third sector organisations. Public involvement contributors. NIHR colleagues.


	Major Duties: As part of Lancaster University’s wider Mental Health Research Group, the postholder will work alongside the project leads to deliver a programme of participatory action research with parents with unmet mental health needs at risk of family breakdown, including families from the Gypsy Roma and Traveller Communities. To co-design an intervention comprising peer support, mentoring and advocacy for parents.

Specifically, to:
· Provide essential organisational support for all meetings, workshops and data collection activities
· Maintain accurate participant and data management systems and records, ensuring adherence with agreed data handling processes and GDPR.
· Ensure compliance with all ethical procedures, including maintaining NHS ethics and governance approvals, in liaison with project leads.
· Provide support to the project leads in an initial scoping review and mapping exercise.
· Contribute to developing and maintaining relationships with partner participating organisations and regular communications across the team and partners.
· Contribute to the collection and analysis of qualitative data.
· Make a contribution to the preparation of project publications, including those submitted to international peer-reviewed journals.
· Contribute to the presentation of outputs and other research activities at appropriate local, regional, national and international meetings and conferences. 
· Contribute to/co-lead in the development of competitive new mental health research funding proposals.
· Attend and contribute to regular meetings specific to the MHRG programme, and general meetings within the Division of Health Research and the Faculty of Health and Medicine. 
· ​Undertake other training as appropriate, including mandatory training required by the University, as well as specific training identified jointly by the line managers and the post-holder. 
· Undertake other duties commensurate with the post as directed by the Project leads, MHRG programme leads, or nominated representative.
· Develop own scholarship and make use of researcher development opportunities, in line with Lancaster’s commitment to the Research Concordat.
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